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Conservation for  

the Next Generation! 

 

No-Till 

CAN 

work for you!  

7th Annual Northwest         

Nebraska No-Till Conference  

 1/13 /10  

Chadron Country Kitchen  

Free Registration  

RSVP by Jan 7th                                     

308.432.6190                                           

or daniels@unwnrd.org 

Check us out on the web www.unwnrd.org  

Study Examines the Dynamics of Niobrara River  

 

Several agencies, including 

the United States Geological 

Survey, National Park Service, 

Nebraska Department of 

Natural Resources and Natu-

ral Resources Districts are 

partnering to gather data  

which should lead to  better 

characterization of the Nio-

brara River.                               

In November, the field crew 

took stream discharge meas-

urements and recorded differ-

ence in ground and surface 

water pressure at twenty one 

sites along the Niobrara from 

Highway 385  downstream of 

Box Butte Reservoir to High-

way 12 near Niobrara.  Results 

of the study will not be pub-

licly available until June 2010. 
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Inside this issue:  

The UNWNRD is dedicated to 

water conservation of every 

kind. Homeowners who also 

wish to conserve water and 

spend less time in lawn mainte-

nance can help us in our mis-

sion by converting existing 

lawns into water -saving buffalo 

grass. Bowie® buffalograss, 

which uses 75% less water than 

bluegrass, requires fertilizer only 

once a year and is a low-

maintenance landscaping op-

tion that is worthy of attention.                                                 

In 2009, the UNWNRDõs 

Cash for Grass program, 

which is funded by a grant 

from the Nebraska Depart-

ment of Envionmental Qual-

ity, resulted in the installation 

of over 20,000 square feet of 

buffalograss in 20  different 

sites throughout our district.    

Because of  the previous 

yearsõ success, we are ex-

panding our Cash for Grass 

program to 30,000 square 

feet in our district.          

Homeowners who install buf-

falograss will receive a $45 

rebate for every 100 square 

feet of  converted lawn, up to 

1,200 square feet. To be eligi-

ble, participants must submit 

an application by May 1, 2010 

Inspections before and after 

installation will be required 

and the sod cannot be re-

placed for at least five years. 

Contact our office or visit 

www.unwnrd.org for more 

details.  

Reflections 

Chris Gable with NPS collects measurements 

from the Niobrara River to determine stream 

discharge. 

Cost Share Dollars Dwindle  

The majority of local funding for 

conservation cost share comes from 

the State of Nebraska through the 

Department of Natural Resources. 

The UNWNRD receives approxi-

mately $112,000 from the Nebraska 

Soil and Water Conservation Pro-

gram.  These funds are used to cost 

share on conservation programs 

such as tree planting, planned graz-

ing systems and irrigation manage-

ment.                                                       

As a result of state budget con-

straints, $20,308 was taken back by 

the state from this yearsõ allocation.  

Since we had approved contracts for 

our entire allocation, including the 

$20,308, the NRD will not be ap-

proving extensions to complete pro-

jects this year. We will receive an 

additional 5% decrease in funding 

next year, which will result in fewer 

conservation practices being cost 

shared on and installed statewide. 

 

Put the moisture we 
received in 2009 to 

work for you...  

Now is the time to get 
your trees ordered for 

best availability!! 
Contact Jason 

Moudry at 
308.432.6190 or 

moudry@unwnrd.org  

 

Jason Alexander with USGS installs a portable 

well in the south bank of the Niobrara River and 

records the head difference between surface 

and ground water. 
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